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ICTC Updates
Professional Development Committee:
Conclusions: The PDC is creating a survey that will capture a state-wide picture of the range of professionals serving children exposed to trauma, what training the professionals have received, what resources professionals may need, and what resources exist for training. 

Next Steps: By the next ICTC meeting, PDC members will have developed and tested the survey. 
Systems Analysis Committee:
Conclusions: The SAC is currently refining the crosswalk between the membership of ICTC and systems that reach children. The crosswalk was created to indicate where there is ICTC membership in various systems. Gaps in ICTC membership within systems will be addressed at a later ICTC meeting. 
The SAC is creating a survey with the objective of identifying systems that work with children exposed to trauma and learning how those systems deal with those children.. The SAC is discussing NIU as a case study to inform the committee of issues to include in the survey and systems to be surveyed.  The committee is also working cooperatively with the Professional Development Committee to create a description of childhood trauma.  The description will be used by both groups to put the survey questions in context.  Once the survey is ready to be distributed, the crosswalk will be used as a tool for ensuring that the survey is distributed in all systems involved with children. The SAC timeline for completing the surveying is 6-9 months. 

Next Steps: The SAC will complete:

· the crosswalk between ICTC and systems

· the description of childhood trauma in conjunction with the PDC
· the development of survey questions
Stories Project

Conclusions:  Funding has been received from the Court Improvement Project to translate Inside Him into Spanish and to show the DVD in waiting areas at Juvenile Court in Cook County.  Copies of the DVD and coloring book will be available for parents to take home.  Judge Patricia Martin and Larry Grazian have done a great job facilitating the progress of the CIP. 
The Work Group is working on a reflection process and strategizing about how to make the DVDs more available. The members have been using a “dashboard” to discuss issues of customization, distribution, copyright and the idea of creating a brochure to accompany the DVDs. “Inside Him” has been shown by Dr. Carl Bell in New Orleans, at the Carter Center in Atlanta and to the National Institute of Mental Health. 
DSM-V

Conclusions:  Gene Griffin gave an overview of the January 28, 2008 meeting. The meeting brought national experts in childhood trauma together to discuss a potential developmental trauma disorder diagnosis to be included in the DSM-V. The data to support the diagnosis is looking at seven domains of complex trauma and groupings of trauma exposure. There is a push to release the data in scientific literature.  At some point, it may be helpful to advocate to specific committees of the American Psychiatric Association who will be making decisions about which diagnoses to include in the DSM-V, however, it was not clear how or when to do that.  

Next Steps:   ICTC should follow two DSM-V work groups who will be focusing on children’s mental health disorders that relate to the potential developmental trauma disorder. There are two strategies to take: form alliances with these two workgroups and start a letter writing campaign to garner support for the new diagnosis. 
Safe from the Start

Conclusions:  Reshma Desai updated the ICTC on the current status of Safe from the Start as four new sites prepare to start serving children and their families. ICTC is involved in a project with SFS to draft a curriculum and produce a report on the program.
Next Steps: There will be a Training of Trainers in the late summer or early fall with the finished curriculum. 
ICTC Website Launch
Conclusions: The website is live and can be viewed by the public. There is still more content work to be done. The website link is www.illinoischildhoodtrauma.org 
Next Steps:  Members were encouraged to sign up for a work group to work on content, particularly having to do with resources and links to other sites, for the website. 
Agency Updates
· Illinois Children’s Mental Health Partnership: ICMHP has created a brochure about the Partnership and the work that has been done. ICMHP is asking for additional funding this year to fund ICMHP strategic priorities, including childhood trauma services and ICTC. 

· MH/JJ/Trauma Initiative: Five sites have been selected to incorporate evidence-based trauma services into their organization’s services for youth in the Juvenile Justice System. The purpose is to deliver services and work on shaping a culture of trauma-informed services using the SPARCS model.  There will also be an evaluation and outcomes component.
· JJ Committee Legislation on Confidentiality: There will be a report out on this subject at the next ICTC meeting.

· Say It Out Loud Campaign: ICMHP launched their public awareness campaign on May 1st. The SIOL Campaign is focused on mental health as a key part of overall health. The message is that if you or someone you know is struggling with a mental health concern, you should “say it out loud” and visit the website for information on how to seek help (www.mentalhealthillinois.org).  

· MacArthur Models for Change:   The purpose of the Models for Change project is to change the juvenile justice system in five pilot states through the work of key stakeholders in each site.  Among other things, the project is looking at how to do better family engagement.  Another project that Illinois is involved in will develop a juvenile crisis intervention team with the Chicago police department. More information can be found at www.modelsforchange.org  website.

Presentations:
 Challenges of Using Behavioral Health Data to Improve Public Education: Bryan Samuels, Chief of Staff for the Chicago Public Schools, presented on the challenges of using behavioral health data to improve public education. The CPS has four priorities accompanied by four strategies: 1) academic achievement by providing information, knowledge, and mastery; 2) student discipline through equity/ fairness; 3) address the achievement gap by providing social/ emotional support; and 4) address youth violence by creating schools as safe havens.  Mr. Samuels provided data to show progress on each of these four priorities. The CPS has three goals for building their behavioral health strategy: 1) accelerate performance of struggling learners; 2) reduce behavioral health barriers to learning; and 3) integrate evidence-based practice standards into school supports. There is a three phase timeline for implementing this strategy to be completed during the 2010-2011 school year. 
Ensuring Success in School Act (ESSA): This law provides a way for pregnant and parenting teens to remain in school safely who are victims of physical or sexual assault. ESSA expands the definition of excused absence and exceptions for expulsion for young women who are victims of dating violence. Among other things, this act specifically addresses the issue in rural areas where students do not have other schools in the vicinity that they could transfer to when there is an issue of safety. There has been a lot of legislative interest but they have been unable to get it through the task force and development of policies and procedures. Under ESSA, all school personnel must complete in-service training. June 23rd will be the first hearing in Quincy and will include students, parents, schools and the community. 
Meeting Schedule for 2008:
August 20

November 19
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